Welcome to the June edition of the CIS Newsletter focussed calf rearing.

Raising heifer calves is the second largest annual expense,
approximately 20% of a dairy business’s production costs after
feed. Heifers produce no income until they reach first lactation
and no profit until the second lactation.
Heifers are the future of the dairy herd and deserve to have the best
management that incorporates all the latest research and management
advice. In return, they will repay the investment through higher milk
production and a longer productive life.
Read more…

Located near Lockerbie in Lochmaden are the
winners of the 2016 AgriScot Scottish Dairy Farm
of the Year. CIS customers Keith and Irene Millar
and their sons Donald and David received their
award in recognition of their outstanding calving
index of 374 days, cleanliness and comfort of
their herd along with general health and footcare
of animals.
The family run farm at Trailflat pay a huge attention to
detail and control of costs across all aspects of the
business. They operate a superb calf and young stock
rearing system introducing strong replacement heifers
to grow the herd.
Read more…

Genomic testing can be used to identify those animals in

the herd who have high £PLI scores, superior Type or
desired individual traits at an earlier stage in their lives
thus allowing you to make more accurate breeding
decisions. The tests also allow you to screen for less
desirable traits such as HCD, Brachyspina and CVM.
Our genomics service covers a range of tests for both females
and males, using either hair or tissue samples.
As more herds look to testing their female calves CIS now offer
gCOMPLETE which includes milk recording, registrations, type
classification and genomic tests for female births in the herd. All
wrapped up in one monthly fee. For those already on a complete
package the genomics option can be added to your current
package for an additional per cow/month fee.
If you already have females on the ground that you wish to test
or are thinking about testing a large proportion of heifers each
year there is an option of forward buying testing kits at a
discounted rate known as gKITS.
Find out more…
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