Welcome to the February edition of the CIS Newsletter.

This month we focus on diversification and how you can join the milk revolution with new ways of
marketing your milk, herd or farm. AHDB have published an interesting article by Doug Jackson,
Savills on what to consider when reviewing diversification ideas. CIS customer Fen Farm share
insight into their diversification to maximise sales of raw milk.
We also recognise the CIS team members who were presented with long service awards at
Christmas, in total 1,253 years of service between them. Regional Manager Elizabeth Brown has
certainly seen the industry change over her 45 years of service and shares her insight on those
changes and the types of diversification she has seen.

You have decided you might want to do something in addition
to dairy farming but are undecided what to do. It is important
to remember that diversification is not just farm shops and
campsites. Diversification is about having a good balance of
revenue streams. One of the challenges for the dairy sector is
that incomes, are usually mainly milk, which is one reason
current low prices have such a significant impact. Therefore,
try not to become reliant on one single revenue stream. Doug
Jackson, Director of Savills Food & Farming, writes an
insightful article for Decisions4Dairy. Read more…
Source: AHDB Dairy 2016/17

The Crickmore family have been farming the land at
Fen Farm for three generations and believe they
have rediscovered something that many have

forgotten: that the very best food in the world is the
simplest, straight from nature to the plate. The herd
graze the beautiful marshlands of the Waveney
River Valley in Suffolk and the delicious raw milk
produced is made into the finest cheese, raw
cultured butter and raw cream. Read more…

A lot has changed in the last 45 years, milk was 5p per pint
, a pint of beer 20p and to buy a mobile phone you would
have needed £2,300! Liz Brown, CIS Area Manager for
Scotland shares her insight on the changes she has seen in
her 45 years of service working for the company. The early
days involved carrying to each farm a heavy wooden box
with lots of equipment including scales, sulphuric acid and
centrifuge. Moving between farms involved all types of
transport. Read more…

Milk Recording helps make informed decisions about
the future herd from feeding to breeding.
CIS offer a number of packages from a simple DIY
system to a full milk recorder service, with reports
supplied within 48hrs after sample receipt.
Milk recorders visit farms on a regular basis to take
samples, deliver to the laboratory and return results
by post or electronically. Read more…
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